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Dragon Boat Race Sponsor Star and Shield Thank you 

David Callan of 

Star and Shield, 

sponsored our 

November Quar-

terly awards re-

ceives a thank you 

gift from Sheriff    

Prummell. 

Special Recognition Award 

 2015 

Awards given at the 3rd quarter ceremonies 

 August 23, 2015 DFC Patrick Clinton responded 
to a suspicious person call in the neighborhood of 

Ridge Harbor. As DFC Clinton was talking to the 

suspicious person he noted that the suspicious 
person's stories were not consistent, the person 

had unusual items in their vehicle, and the person 

and their vehicle matched the description of a 
subject trying to lure potential victims into a 

vehicle a couple of month ago. The subject denied 

this claiming they had never been in this 
neighborhood. DFC Clinton contacted CPL 

Ogden and the subject was subsequently arrested 

for L&P. During a lengthy interview, DFC 
Clinton and CPL Ogden discovered that this 

subject had committed unlawful sexual acts on 

certain minors several times and it appeared that 
the subject could be continuing to stalk and search 

this neighborhood for other victims. Major Crimes 

was contacted and the major case was turned over 
to them. Without DFC Clinton's initial 

investigation skills and the interview skills of 

DFC Clinton and CPL Ogden, a past suspicious 
activity and a sexual act on a minor would not be 

resolved and this subject would still be stalking 

this neighborhood. Great police work. 

CO Member of the Quarter   

CDFC Melissa Egan 

Support Service  

 Member of the Quarter 

Jason Francis 

Jason Francis’ technical expertise was instrumen-
tal in the implementation of the recent tablet pro-

ject in detention thus gaining him the Support 

Services Member of the Quarter.  Along with 
Zuercher Technologies, they managed  to make 

changes and to fix bugs in the tablet software.   He 

quickly familiarized himself with Apple iPads. 
Jason researched and implemented both the hard-

ware and software involved to configure and 

maintain a network of these devices while ensur-
ing the security of inmate data. The tablet applica-

tions as well as any updates and changes are con-

trolled from a central location allowing all iPad 
devices to be identically configured. Having the 

network setup in this manner reduces down time, 

enables hardware accountability, and allows soft-
ware  updates to be pushed out in real time. Work-

ing closely with Cpl. Brent Watson, the immedi-

ate benefits of this program are reflected in the 
drastic reduction in printing the approximate 

savings so far is $250 per day. This savings alone 

will recoup the cost of the devices within thirty 
days. 

  

Sheriff Prummell 
thanks Dr. Joseph 

Ravid for his 

sponsorship of 
the CCSO Val-

iant Stars first 

time ever Dragon 
Boat races held at 

Laishley Park.  

August 2015 
DFC Hill went 

above and be-

yond assisting a 
motorist with car 

trouble.   Thank 

you DFC Hill.  
You make us 

proud. 

Corrections Deputy First Class Melissa Egan was 
awarded the honor for the month of June. Original-

ly from New Jersey, Melissa Egan moved to south-

west Florida in hopes of working within the crimi-
nal justice field. She started her career at the Char-

lotte County Sheriff's Office in October 2004. She 

is a dual certified deputy who has worked in the 
Bureau of Detention as a housing deputy and cur-

rently works as an intake deputy. CDFC Egan has 

been recognized by other supervisors and staff 
members for her knowledge of both the Housing 

and Intake areas. On June 18th, she took part with 

the search team to recover contraband in one of the 
Jail's housing units. Her efforts were not in vain as 

the search as a whole resulted in recovering addi-

tional contraband within two separate cells. Her 
plans are to hopefully be promoted to the next level 

as a Corporal and to finish her BA in Criminal 

Justice. Sheriff Bill Prummell said, “I’m proud to 
have officers such as CDFC Egan on our team. Her 

professionalism and dedication set a positive  

example.” 

LE Member of the Quarter   

DFC Patrick Clinton 
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November 25, 2015 

 

 

 

Lifesaver Awards 

July 27, 2015, CDFC Amanda Vutsinas, CDFC 

Louis Ciolino, CDFC Christopher McClain, 
CDFC Brock Garlick and CPL Michael Kern 

were instrumental in preventing an inmate from 

committing suicide.  CDFC Vutsinas, CDFC 
McClain and CDFC Garlick were assigned to C1.  

While CDFC McClain was conducting a security 

check he saw an Inmate at the back of a cell  with 
his laundry bag tied around his neck. The in-

mate's face was turning red and he was attempt-

ing to hang himself from the metal hooks. CDFC 
McClain got him to remove the string from 

around his neck. CDFC McClain maintained a 

visual of the inmate and continued to talk to him 
through the door while waiting on additional 

staff. By using his interpersonal skills, CDFC 

Ciolino convinced the inmate to hand the laundry 
bag to him.  He was moved without further inci-

dent.    Due to the quick response by staff they 

prevented the Inmate from committing suicide. 
All staff involved did an excellent job utilizing 

their interpersonal skills and no force was needed.  

 September 4th, 2015, DFC Joseph Barlow was 

assigned to Port Charlotte High School as the 

school resource officer. While walking routine 

patrol, he heard a call over the school radio that 

there was an emergency in B-Building.  DFC Bar-

low rushed toward the location of the emergency. 

As he approached, he observed a male student who 

was laying on his back unresponsive near the class-

room door. DFC Barlow worked with the School 

Nurse who was already present with the student, 

rendering aide. DFC Barlow noticed the student did 

not appear to be breathing. The Nurse begin CPR. 

While the Nurse did chest compressions, DFC 

Barlow performed rescue breaths. While working 

diligently, on the second or third cycle of CPR, 

DFC Barlow noticed that the student was showing 

signs of improvement. A student then arrived on 

scene with an AED and the nurse and DFW Barlow 

used the device. EMS arrived and took over medi-

cal care. The student, was taken to Bayfront Port 

Charlotte by EMS, where he was treated and subse-

quently released. 

June 29, 2015, CDFC John Mackey and CD 

Pamela Jackson were assigned to the Infirmary. 

C1 Pod. CDFC Mackey notice an Inmate sitting 

halfway on the bottom bunk with a white sheet 

tied around her neck and the other end of the 

sheet tied to the upper bunk.  The Inmate was 

unresponsive and CD Jackson called for the 

Nurse.  CDFC Mackey removed the sheet from 

around her neck and placed her on the cell floor. 

After responding deputies arrived and Medical 

assessed the incident, it was determined that the 

inmate would be placed on suicide watch. As a 

result of CDFC Mackey's and CD Jackson's 

observations and through their collaborative 

efforts, the Inmate's suicide attempt was unsuc-

cessful and she was provided the appropriate 

medical attention to address her immediate need. 

September 2, 2015, DFC Christian Wymer and 

Corporal John Mills responded to a missing/

endangered subject out of Ft. Myers. The subject 

was said to be suicidal per FMPD  and was 

going to take 180 pills to kill himself. The clerk 

advised that the male staying in a room was the 

missing subject and appeared to be under the 

influence of something. DFC Wymer and CPL 

Mills entered the hotel room and located the man 

who had shallow weak breathing and a weak 

pulse. Just prior to Charlotte County EMS arriv-

ing on scene, the man stopped breathing. DFC 

Wymer and CPL Mills immediately started 

CPR.. EMS arrived and transported the subject 

to Bayfront Port Charlotte. The subject did sur-

vive in large part due to DFC Wymer and CPL 

Mills quick actions in locating him and perform-

ing CPR prior to EMS. (Cpl Mills was unable to 

attend.) 

September 5, 2015 Units from District II respond-

ed to a report of a female down at the Days Inn. 

Deputy Booker Richardson & Deputy Joshua 

Bailey were the first to arrive on-scene. Deputy 

Peter Gennette arrived moments later. The female 

was found to be wedged in the bathroom between 

the tub and door. Deputies Richardson and Bailey 

were able to lift the female enough to open the 

door and drag her out of the bathroom.  The depu-

ties found the female without pulse and not breath-

ing and they began CPR immediately. CPR was 

continued non-stop until the arrival of EMS and 

their taking over lifesaving measures. Before the 

female was loaded by EMS there were advised she 

t had  a strong pulse.  Had it not been for the quick 

actions of the above deputies the successful out-

come would not have occurred. 

July 15, 2015, DFC Nancy Henshaw responded 

with Fire/EMS, to a report of a subject not breath-

ing.  DFC Henshaw located an adult male lying on 

the floor of his bedroom. The man appeared life-

less; his face and lips were blueish in color and he 

was not breathing. DFC Henshaw started CPR and 

continued until EMS arrived.  EMS Rescue 2 

arrived and took over CPR.  After about ten 

minutes of EMS working on him at the residence 

he was transported to Bayfront Health Port Char-

lotte ER, for medical evaluation.  The ER physi-

cian admitted the man to the hospital and stated he 

will recover from an accidental drug overdose.  

DFC Henshaw's quick response and knowledge of 

CPR assisted in the saving of the life of this man. 

Deputy Richardson, Deputy 

Bailey, Deputy Gennette 

DFC Nancy Henshaw 

DFC Christian Wymer 

CDFC Mackey and 

 CD Jackson 

DFC Joseph Barlow 

CDFC Vutsinas, Ciolino, 

McClain, Garlick and  

CPL Kern  
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                                                       Employees Honored as October Members of the Month 

October 28, when Deputy Ursitti responded to a 
suspicious person complaint, he located a man and 

woman carrying several travel bags and 

backpacks down the road.  He recognized the two 
from previous investigations as people who have 

been involved in narcotics activity.  He also 

remembered that District Detectives were looking 
to talk to the man concerning a burglary case 

where two firearms were stolen. After Deputy 

Ursitti contacted the detectives, he took the 
initiative to conduct his own narcotics 

investigation.  After talking to both people, he 

learned there were supposed to be narcotics in one 
of the bags they were carrying.  Deputy Ursitti 

located a used syringe that tested positive for 

amphetamines and the man identified the item as 
being his.  Deputy Ursitti arrested the man and 

brought him in to the District 4 offices where the 

detectives were able to talk to him in more 

detail.  As a result of Deputy Ursitti's actions, the 

detectives were able to establish probable cause 

for the man's arrest on the additional charges of 
burglary and theft of the firearms.  "Deputy 

Ursitti's work in this case is an example of how 

Intelligence Led Policing can help solve cases," 
Sheriff Bill Prummell said.  "But it is also an 

example of Deputy Ursitti's attention to detail and 
initiative.  Because of Deputy Ursitti, efforts, the 

detectives were able to successfully close out a 

burglary case." 

DFC Baker began working at the Charlotte County 
Sheriff's Office in April 2002 as a Correctional 

Officer.  While working in the jail, he served in the 

housing units, classification and in transportation.   

CO Member of the Month    

DFC Leslie Baker 

 LE Member of the Month    

Deputy Vincent Ursitti 

Support Services Member   

Maria Riveria 

Maria Riveria started at the Sheriff's Office in 
April 2009 as an IT Support Specialist 1. Her prior 

technical experience and certifications allowed her 

to move to the next higher position almost imme-
diately. She has continued to advance both her 

career and her education.  She was promoted to 

her current position in April 2012 and completed 
her Bachelor of Science degree in Information 

Technology later than same year.  Maria is the 

first to volunteer when assistance is needed and is 
willing to take on difficult challenges.  She is well

-liked and respected by her co-workers in the IT 

Division and the entire agency.  Her supervisors 
are consistently receiving words of praise for 

Maria by agency members for her positive atti-

tude, willingness to help in any situation and her 
technical expertise. Maria moved to Port Charlotte 

from Massachusetts when she was 7 years old and 

was a member of the first graduating class of Port 
Charlotte High School.  She is a huge New Eng-

land Patriots fan.  “It is absolutely essential that 

we have a strong IT team to support our agency," 
Sheriff Bill Prummell said.  "Maria is a vital part 

of that team that keeps the rest of us functioning 

efficiently.  Her support for the Charlotte County 
community exemplifies what members of the 

Sheriff's Office are about." 

November 25, 2015 

 In March 2013, DFC Baker was transferred to 
the Court Services Unit as a secondary bailiff.   

In December 2014 he took over as the Honorable 

Judge George Richards' primary bailiff.  During 
this time, DFC Baker has done a great job work-

ing with a very complex docket.  In October of 

this year, DFC Baker was serving as Judge  
Richards' primary bailiff during the Phillip Barr 

murder trial.  He worked most days from 7 am 

until 6 pm without complaint.  During the three 
week trial, he had to deal with many issues, in-

cluding seven high-risk inmates who were sched-

uled to testify as witnesses..  DFC Baker is al-
ways busy, even when not involved in his own 

demanding court tasks.  He volunteers to help his 

co-workers in other courts and handles other 
duties assigned to Court Security.  He has assisted 

with training new court officers and is a role 

model for others to follow.  Deputy Baker's dedi-
cation and experience is an asset to the Court 

Services Unit.  "I am very proud of the work ethic 

and commitment DFC Baker exhibits every day" 
Sheriff Bill Prummell said  "He is a true reflec-

tions of the professional staff that works for the 

Charlotte County Sheriff's Office." 

Distinguished Service Award 

Charles Swift and Nicholas Ucci both received the 
Distinguished Service Award for 25 years as an 

Honorary Member of the Florida Sheriff’s Associ-

ation.. 

Awardees unable to attend 

Left side top to 
bottom: Cpl . 

Craig Brandon 

Michael Kern and 
Amanda Vutsinas. 

Life Savers: 

Below: DFC Chad 
Fox and Cpl John 

Mills  

 

Special  

Recognition  
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November 25, 2015 

25 years of Service 

 

15 years of Service 

 Sharon BrunHuber and Jennifer Scott 

 

Sheriff Prummell presents a challenge coin to 

Dave Richards in appreciation of the popcorn 

donations received to the Citizens’ Police Acade-

my and EAF golf tournament this fall.   

Sgt. Michael Marsh, Lt. Dale Speicher, and Lt. Jon 

Waterhouse 

Promotions and Retirements 

Capt. Les Partington is retiring after 9 years of 
dedicated service.   Enjoy what the future holds for 

you and your family. 

Sgt. Elizabeth Schusterman has 26 years of a great 
career to look back on but looking forward to a 

new life with a new grandbaby and husband.. 

Cpl. John Poudrette retires after 25 years of ser-
vice.  Go forth and have fun.  Thank you for your 

service one and all. 

Volunteers Corner 

Members of CCSO joined together to participate in their first attempt  the Dragon Boat Race in Punta 
Gorda.  Great effort, we will get them next year! 

Row Valiant Stars Row 

Savage Racers 

 Lt. Tabbatha Carter, Cpl John Patton, Cassandra 
Shafman, CD Yaritza Reyes, Javier Alfredo, Nurse 

Zach Heavener, Nurse Peggy Bracy, Jeremy 

Bracy.  All completed the 7.25 mile long mud run 
course w/25  Obstacles. 

Lemon Bay High School  

Winners 

Kaitlyn Cabell and Aaron Fuller receive Manta 
Passes from Sheriff Prummell.  In the spirit of 

giving. 

Winners from Detention B-Squad were: CDFC 
Edward Hill, CDFC Dominic Midea, CDFC 

Karen Frias, Clerk Theresa Miller w/ Jeffrey 

Miller and CD Kyle Nasby. Also pictured Cpl. 
Howad Nuzum, Lt. Tabbatha Carter and Sgt. 

Wendy Crawford 

Turkey Dinner Winners 
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Want to receive the CCSO Star 

News by email?     

 

 Send your request with your 

email address to:  

CommunityAffairs@ccso.org   

             We will add you to the 

distribution list! 

Next edition: December 31 

1 Ange, Ashley 
 Poisson, Maureen 
 Sarver, Scott 
2 Kearney, 
Christopher 
 Skupien, Kenneth 
3 Farrands, Jonathan 
 Mazzoni, Colby 
4 Massey, Jerry 
5 Combs, Leamon 
6 Cruttenden, Kenneth 
 Headley, Trisha 
 Rose, Gerald 
 Wharton, Daniel 
7 Guyton, Paul 
 Pardal, Beth 
 Raitto, Jessica 
8 Davis, Pearl 
 Gordon, Heather 
9 Buchinsky, William 
 Combs, Bradley 
 Gandy, Michael 
 Holden, Lance 
 Jones, Jaime 
 Marraway, Paul 
 Wilkie, Tamara 
10 Reid, Kennara 
11 Plummer, Caroline 
 Thomas, Patricia 
12 Dragon, James 
 Giambri, Steven 
 Nardi, Anthony 
 Prosper, Benson 
13 Holzapfel,              
William 

14 Enos, Jay 
 Stewart, John 
15 Gensimore, 
David 
 Lorczak, Lawrence 
 Steht, Robert 
16 Zawacki, 

Megan 
17 Hartmanstorfer, 
Holly 
18 Hartmanstorfer, 
Christopher 
20 Osweiler, David 
21 Cooper, Roy 
22 Edwards, Susan 
 Saffaras, Celina 
23 Heffley, 
Kimberley 
 Mills, John 
 Mock, Stephen 
24 Houghton, 
William 
 Pagan, Irma 
25 Perea, Melissa 
26 Cornwell, 
Beverly 
27 Teston, Philip 
29 Barnes, Virginia 
 Lupinetti, Heather 
30 Fout, Robert 
 Mann, Tyler 
31 Geyer, Donna 
 Henshaw, Brittany 

CCSO December Birthdays 

November 25, 2015 

Honor Guard  

Newest Addition to  

CCSO family 

Liliana Faith Christensen was bon October 22, 
2015 weighing 7 lbs. 5 oz.  Perfect in every way.   

The best baby ever according to mom Vanessa 

Russell and Sgt. Thomas Christensen. 

Thank you Honor Guard Unit for your continued dedication and commitment to the HG team and for your 
representation of the Charlotte County Sheriff's Office at the  funeral services of North Port Police Officer 

Dennis Gonthier.      left to right: Brian Harrison, Daniel Wharton, Steven Sella, Phillip Greaves, Nicholas 

Reid, Michael Fraser, Nathan Edwards, Margaret Stewart, Russell Epeards, Chad Fox, Michael Martin and 
Christopher Burn.  Not Pictured but did participate, Edward Trentacosta. 

Parkside Double E's neighborhood watch donated $100.00 to SWAC shown receiving community Chal-
lenge coin from CPO Bill Miller for their donation. 

Parkside Double E Neighborhood Watch paying it forward! 

Charlotte State Bank 

Five Charlotte State Bank locations had Casual 
dress down day November 6th.. All money raised 

was donated to SWAC.   Sheriff Prummell pre-

sents a community challenge coin to some of the 
participants. 


