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Employees and Volunteers Recognized
LE Member of the Month, Deputy Richard Nelson
On June 26, 2018 while on marked uniformed patrol in District 4, DFC R. Nelson, along with his
trainee DFC Reyes, were traveling on US 41 approaching Zemel Rd when they observed a Ford
Mustang having trouble maintaining a single lane. A traffic stop on the vehicle was conducted.
While speaking with the driver Alexandra Mousseau and her passenger James Maroney DFC
Nelson noticed that Alexandra, appeared to be very nervous, as she was shaking
uncontrollably. It was further observed that she had multiple needle puncture marks on her
right arm. DFC Nelson asked her if there was any illegal contraband in the vehicle. Alexandra
stated there was none. DFC Nelson attempted to get consent to search, and the passenger
who was the owner of the vehicle declined. Deputy Forbus and K-9 Lady Bird responded to the
scene. Ladybird alerted to the presence of narcotics during her free air sniff. The deputies
scoured the car and multiple narcotics plus cash was located. Once counted the currency
totaled $4,165. Alexandra was charged with possession of drug paraphernalia and James for
possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of Controlled Substance
(Methamphetamine). Great instincts, DFC Nelson…. That’s teamwork!

Civilian Member of the Month, Beth Mitchell
Beth Mitchell is the Purchasing Agent and back-up Detail Coordinator for the Agency. Beth has
been employed with CCSO since April 200. Beth’s primary responsibility is to ensure that the
agency purchases items at the best possible price as well as in a timely and efficient manner.
She has maintained these duties in an exemplary fashion while taking on additional
responsibilities as the “full-time” Off Duty Detail Coordinator after losing a key finance
member. During this time Beth has built positive relationships with the Off-Duty Detail vendors
and with the deputies ensuring everyone’s needs are being met. Beth has also identified and
implemented more efficient ways to process the details. Her work ethic, positive attitude and
readiness to step up these past few months has been invaluable to our team. When Beth is
not at work, she enjoys fishing, hunting and spending time with her family.

Detention Member of the Month, CD Michael Branscome
CD Michael Branscome started his career as a Corrections Officer with the Florida Department
of Corrections, where he worked for two years at Desoto Correctional Institution. He joined
our team in June 2017, assigned to C-Squad. Since that date, Michael continually gives a 100%
effort in the performance of his duties. A big part of that effort centers around him making our
facility a safe place to work and live, as he tirelessly conducts searches to recover contraband
in our facility. During June, some of the dangerous contraband Michael recovered consisted of
a blade from a disposable razor, tobacco products and two "Pick & Poke" style tattoo needles,
along with copious amounts of other unauthorized items. Not only is Michael passionate
about finding these contraband items, he uses his interpersonal skills to establish a rapport
with the inmates to try to gain information about where it came from and by whom. He keeps
his supervisors apprised of his labors and properly documents his actions. CD Branscome is a
shining example of teamwork, communication, Integrity, Professionalism and Trust.
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Detective of the Month, Det. Paul Guyton

Featured Volunteer
Dave Osweiler

victims and suggestions on the content
to be printed on them. Cpl. Guyton's
suggestions were incorporated into the
new FTC wallet cards that were created
and are now being used by law
enforcement officers throughout the
Country. Thank you for all you do Cpl.
Guyton.

Stone Crabs
1st Responders night

Cpl. Paul Guyton has a passion for
Financial Crimes and has proven
himself to be a valued asset to the
Economic Crimes Unit. Cpl. Guyton
recognized the value of establishing a
good working relationship with The
Federal Trade Commission, Bureau of
Consumer Protection.
He was
instrumental in obtaining database
access to the Consumer Sentinel
Network for all members of the unit.
This is a law enforcement database
that helps us track and investigate
identity theft and other fraud-based
crimes in our community, locate
witnesses, uncover evidence, and
coordinate
with
other
law
enforcement agencies outside of our
jurisdiction. The FTC also provides free
resources to help protect our
community against consumer fraud
and identity theft. IdentityTheft.gov is
a one-stop resource that streamlines
the crime-reporting process and helps
give immediate recovery assistance to
identity theft victims. The FTC Division
of Consumer and Business Education
provides pamphlets and bookmarks
that law enforcement officers can give
to victims to report identity theft and
get free recovery help. Cpl. Guyton
had established such a positive
working relationship, that the FTC
reached out to him in August 2017 to
get his feedback on the value of
creating business cards for Law
Enforcement Officers to provide to

July 20th CCSO was out in full force
making friends and recruiting. They
might look a little young but we made
quite the impression.
SWAT medic
Jared Gavagni and DFC Nick Leuthner,
Traffic plus K-9 officers DFC Michael
Talbot, Sgt. Jason Doherty, DFC Justin
Gilmer, and Cpl. Bryan Goerl were in
attendance. Operating the inter-active
trailer were Skip Conroy, Rodney
Yeargin and Tammy Wilkie. We now
have plenty of Jr. Deputies throughout
the county.
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When Dave looks back on his 13 years
in the C.O.P. program, what did he
enjoy most? Each shift was different.
“Sometimes I set out cones and
directed traffic at accident scenes, and
some of those were grisly, especially
where motorcycles were involved.
Accidents are where volunteers like
myself can be especially useful. When
I’m handling traffic, this frees up a
deputy to do on-scene investigative
work. Another time I helped a woman
who had locked her keys in her car. I
stayed with her until a locksmith
arrived.” And when cattle roam the
range, comedy and drama can wash
over each other.
A steer was
wandering along a road near Tucker’s
grade, making drivers nervous and
police radios crackle. “ I nudged it to
the side of the road and it ambled off
toward a field, watching me all the
time,” Dave recalls. “Soon a young
woman arrived in a Jeep. I asked her if
she lost something—about twelve
hundred pounds worth. She said she’d
take it from there.” Thanks from the
lady. Stares from the steer. Dave feels
that in today’s society, it’s touch and go
about the public’s attitudes toward law
enforcement, and he’s challenged to
put a positive spin on those attitudes.
“I hope what I’m doing as a volunteer
will play a part in educating the public
to see that helping others is an
important part of police work,” he says.
By David Trautman, Volunteer
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New Hire Ceremony July 17, 2018

New Civilian Employees: left to right:
Rafael Hernandez Morales, Jail Clerk/
Warehouse, and Nancy Jones, Fiscal
Support Specialist.

Certified Law Enforcement, Deputy
Joseph Giardina, Jr.

15 Years of Service

5 Years of Service

DFC Brandon Swartzentruber

10 Years of Service

Civilian Promotions

DFC Richard Nix

Bethann Alexin

Cpl. Mark Schaible

DFC Timothy Knopick

20 Years of Service

Top to bottom: Cathy Singleton, newly
promoted to Public Safety Quality
Assurance Specialist.
John Stewart,
now Public Safety Assistant Supervisor.
Darla Rose, Public Safety Supervisor.
Congratulations to you all!

Sgt. Jason Doherty
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LE Promotions

Explorer Post 29 Florida Sheriff’s Explorer
Association State Competition

Sgt. Larry Piloto, congratulations on
your promotion .

Members of the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office Explorer Post 29 had the
opportunity to attend the 2018 Florida Sheriff’s Explorer Association State
Competition. The competition took place in Okaloosa County during the last week
of June. For more on this and many other great stories check out our blog:
https://ccsoblog.org/2018/07/11/explorer-state-competition/
Chief Pilot Shane Engelauf, congratulations on your promotion.

CIT Graduation

Cpl. Ronald Beck, congratulations on
your promotion..

Governor Scott honors
CDFC Christopher Crites

CDFC Crites was presented with the
Medal of Merit for his service in the
Florida Army Reserve National Guard by
Governor Rick Scott during his visit to
Kuwait.https://csoblog.org/2018/07/10/
merit-medal-crites/

The week of June 18th thru 22th the following participated in CCSO’s Crisis
intervention training. In no particular order: Alan Schwocho, Benson Prosper, Cody
Hollingsworth, Fredrick Frey, Gabriela Turkel, Jack Collins, Joshua Jones, Mark
Henshaw, Pietro Dipiazza, Ryan Buckley, Tyler Goff, and Tyler Mann all from CCSO.
Representing PGPD: Ashley Able, John Kennedy, Juan Gonzalez, Matthew Woelk,
Russell Fiorino, and Terry Chow. From DSO: Jared Paynter, Jason Klug, Katherine
Blevins, Matthew McCray, and Miguel Galvan. If you haven’t had the chance to
participate in this weeklong training make the time. It is an eye-opening experience
you will never forget.
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EAF 2018 5th Annual Night/Glow Ball
Golf Outing

Golfers Who C.A.R.E.

Citizens’ Police Academy

Our highest viewed video ever!

Sheriff Bill Prummell invites you to attend the next Citizens'
Police Academy starting September 13th and ending
November 8th.
The Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office Citizens' Police Academy
was established in January 1999. The Citizens' Police Academy
is a 9 week (includes graduation) program designed to give the
public a working knowledge of the Sheriff’s Office. Each session
consists of nine consecutive weekly night classes at Sheriff’s
Office facilities. The instruction is comprehensive and each
week separate areas of the Sheriff’s Office are covered. Major
Crimes, Use of Force, K-9, S.W.A.T., Forensics, Recruiting and
meeting the Sheriff are examples of some of the topics that
are covered. Instruction consists of lectures, demonstrations,
tours, and a ride along with a deputy. We hope the graduates
of the Citizens' Police Academy become more aware and
better informed about how the Sheriff’s Office operates, and
will encourage friends, coworkers and families to join the
Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office in this rewarding program.
Sign up: https://www.ccso.org/News/cpaApplication.cfm

https://www.facebook.com/CCSOFLSheriff/

#lipsyncchallenge!
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Fred Lang Foundation Summer Ball

Representing Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office at the Fred Lang Foundation Summer
Ball themed “A Summer Night at the Orient Express”.

Bienvenido mis amigos de Tampa Bay Rays!

For 175 years the United States
Naval Academy has been training
Naval Officers "morally, mentally,
and physically...to assume the
highest responsibilities of command,
citizenship and government".
In
addition to obtaining a Congressional
Nomination applicants are in the top
10% of their high school class
academically, have demonstrated
community service and 93% were
varsity athletes with 73% being
captains of their teams. The Class of
2022 took their oath of office and
was inducted on June 28th. 16,086
students applied for application and
1,213, or 7.5% were accepted. It was
the most competitive class in the
storied history of the institution.
Their ACT/SAT scores were the
highest ever.
Upon graduation
Midshipmen are commissioned as
Ensigns in the United States Navy.
Sara Perkins, daughter of CCSO
Communications Operator Steven
Perkins, took the oath and became a
Midshipman with the Class of 2022.
As they would say in the naval
tradition, "Fair Winds and Following
Seas", Sara.. Steven Perkins is quite
proud as our we to call her our own.

DFC Hernan Morales and Detective Elio Diaz spoke to newly arriving players for the
Tampa Bay Rays Minor League System regarding safety in our community, local and
state laws that may impact them and watching out for each other while away from
baseball activities. This is a bi-annual presentation by CCSO provided to the Tampa
Bay Rays at their request.

Gunfighters MC Club
This is a picture of the
local Gunfighters MC
Club which includes
retired CCSO members
Sherm Robinson, Ricky
Hobbs and active officers
Will Weisspfennig and
Dustin Muirhead. This is
the 4th straight year that
they have sponsored a
student to attend the
Sheriffs Office Juvenile Law Academy ran by the School Resource Officers.
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Life after retirement
Former
DFC John Stewart
DFC John Stewart started working at
the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office
in 2005 after retiring from NYPD. His
first assignment was to Patrol in D3
then D1. In 2006 John was assigned to
Knights Island in addition to a regular
patrol zone. John retired at the end
of 2016 from the Island Deputy
position and shortly after went back
to NY and started working at a Harley
Davidson dealership. He was quickly
drawn back to sunny Florida and in
August 2017 started working as a part
- time police officer at the Sarasota
Airport. John was "lured" back into
retirement in April this year and now
spends his time being retired and
fishing! John’s word to pass on is
"Make a new friend each day”.
Til next time,
Sherman Robinson
(Major CCSO Retired)

Sign up your
young drivers

The Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office,
together with the Florida Sheriffs’
Association is proud to offer the Teen
Driver Challenge, free of charge to
Charlotte County teenagers.
The
classroom portion of this course will be
held in the morning at our Training
Unit and the driving portion of the
course will be held in the afternoon at
the old Jones Loop Rest Area in Punta
Gorda. For more information:
https://www.ccso.org/News/
teendriverchallenge.cfm

Want to receive the CCSO Star News by email?
Send your request with your email address to: CommunityAffairs@ccso.org
We will add you to the distribution list!
Send your good news to us at CommunityAffairs@ccso.org

Oh, Baby Baby!

Next edition:
Aug 31, 2018
MESA, OSVALDO

HALL, SHARON

ZIMMERMANN, ANN

SCHMIDT, CHRISTINE

MAY, JACQUES

SWAB, FRANCES

STEVENS, EDWARD

COLE, BENJAMIN

UNDERWOOD, PAUL

JONES, MELISSA

WHITE, RYAN

OSINGA, JOSEPH

JOSEPH, CARL

GAY, ANGELA

PEACOCK, ANA

KINSLOW, FRANKLIN

WEDGEWOOD, MEGAN KNAPP, ERIC

ZAMORA, MICHAEL

PAGLIARO, NANCY

ALEXIN, BETHANN

ACEBO, ANDRES

GORDON, BRUCE

MALER, CHRISTOPHER

FRANCIS, JASON

MCALEER, LORRAINE

CASARELLA, MICHAEL

BAILEY, MELANIE

ZUCOSKY, DAVID

CIGNARALE, PAUL

CHENG, MELISSA

MILLS, JOHN

KNOPICK, TIMOTHY

SCOTT, JOSEPH

PRESSLEY, RONNIE

WATSON, ZACHERY

QUICKEL, JESSICA

BULCZAK, JAMES

WESTLAKE, JOHN

ROOT, DUANE

BRESE, KARY

FORBUS, CODY

LACOSTE, MICHAELA

WITT, JUSTIN

CARTER, TABBATHA

GRIFFIN, SEAN

HINGSON, MICHAEL

DOPPELBAUER, JORG

MACKEY, JOHN

WHITE, JOHN

MANCILLA, RICHARD

TRANIELLO, PHILIP

MILLER, THERESA

SUSKO, BRIAN

BRANSCOME, MICHAEL

WALSH, THOMAS

SIMON, MELISSA

Submit your “clean” jokes to be
published in next month’s CCSO
Star News.

Baby Addison Kay Bartolotta
Born June 18th 2018, at Marine Corps Air Station, Hawaii
Daughter of former Detention Nurse Jessica and Detention Cpl. Bartolotta' s son,
Staff Sergeant Cody Bartolotta, U.S.M.C.
Congratulation Heather…(1st timer Grandma) ! ! !
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I was addicted to the Hokey
Pokey….
But then I turned myself
around!
Stephanie Caldart

