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Employees and Volunteers Recognized with Awards
LE Member of the Month, DFC Russell Epeards
On March 23, 2017 DFC Epeards responded to the possible drowning of a 2-year-old child. He
was the first on scene, and took immediate action. The mother had been performing CPR with
the assistance of a neighbor, so DFC Epeards relieved them and took over life-saving measures
on the child who was blue and unresponsive. While assessing the child he noted she began
periodical agonal breathing. DFC Epeards continued to gather information, and support the
child on her side until EMS arrived on scene to continue life-saving measures. He provided
them with all the necessary information and EMS quickly transported the child to a waiting
helicopter, where she was flown to All Children’s Hospital. Within several days the child’s
condition improved to the point where she was able to return home with no signs of
permanent damage from the submerging. Due to DFC Epeards quick response, assessing the
situation, and assistance with life-saving measures, the child was able to return home to her
family. His professionalism and compassion in the situation also provided comfort for the
family in this extremely emotional time.

Detention Member of the Month, CD Jeremy Parker
On March 26 2017, CD Jeremy Parker was called in to work overtime on D-Squad. He was
assigned the hospital detail in Sarasota. While enroute to Sarasota Memorial Hospital, CD
Parker observed a roll-over crash on I-75 with no emergency vehicles at the scene. He
assessed the crash scene for hazards and once he deemed the area safe, he approached the
overturned vehicle. The driver was conscious and talking. Once CD Parker confirmed that EMS
was on their way to the scene he assessed the accident victim. The driver was complaining
about neck and back pain. She also received multiple lacerations from the crash and her ribs
were causing her pain. At this time, Cpl. Tony Pribble, Punta Gorda P.D., stopped to help. Cpl
Pribble retrieved the first aid kit from his car and started attending to the lacerations on the
driver, while CD Parker maintained the driver’s c-spine and kept her talking. Upon first arriving
on the scene CD Parker noticed a child restraint seat in the over-turned vehicle and
immediately confirmed with the driver that she did not have her child in the vehicle with her at
the time of the accident. Due to the quick actions taken by CD Parker and his training, he was
able to safely render aid and help a citizen in a time of great need.

Support Services Member of the Month, Brittany Henshaw
Brittany Henshaw started with the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office from a temp agency in
February of 2011, and became an official employee in June of 2011 as a corrections clerk. She
is the daughter of DFC Nancy Henshaw and the sister of CO Mark Henshaw. She decided to
further her career and transferred to the Communications division in May 2013. She is a great
asset to Communications; she assists with administration of Tri-Tech CAD and recently assisted
with implementation of the PROQ/EMD software. Brittany has become very proficient in the
CAD system and is always there to assist Communication operators and deputies. She is
currently enrolled in the APCO Telecommunicator Training Officer course, and soon will be
teaching up and coming operators and dispatchers. She is the Communication’s Squad D
“detective’. If there is a person or information to be found, Brittany will find it.
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Detective of the Month
Chad Fox

Detective Chad Fox is a self-motivated
and loyal detective and is known for his
high energy, get-the-job done attitude.
For the month of March 2017,
Detective Fox has the highest number
of arrests in the Criminal Investigations
Unit, with seven physical arrests and
eight active Probable Cause Affidavits
on file. Det. Fox stopped two subjects
on bikes, as a result, he located
morphine and syringes on one of the
subjects. Even though the subject was
arrested for narcotics, he was
overheard thanking Det. Fox for being
so respectful to him. Additionally, a 73year-old man lost his wallet at the Deep
Creek Walmart and departed the store.
Inside the wallet was the victim’s credit
cards, identification and $927.00. Det.
Fox located the suspect and obtained a
full confession. Then, Det. Fox was
assigned a case where a subject had
stolen a laptop from a Walmart and
quickly identified him as the same
suspect in several other theft cases in
other jurisdictions as well. Det. Fox
identified the subject, obtained a full
confession on a total of six laptops
stolen from three Walmart stores. In
another case, Department of Children’s
and Families had a pick up order for a
six-week-old infant and the child’s
whereabouts were unknown.
The
mother of the infant was incarcerated
so Detective Fox immediately went to
the jail to interview the

Continued.
mother to gather
information. He was able to track the
missing infant from a report of a stolen
truck report. Det. Fox responded to the
location in St. James City where the
missing child was found.
Det. Fox’s
involvement in this case was vital in
locating the missing infant.
While
waiting for the arrival of the Department
of Children’s and Families, Det. Fox
prepared a bottle of formula to calm the
infant. Detective Fox is an outstanding
detective and is being recognized as
Investigations Detective of the Month.
Thank you for your dedication and
commitment to the agency and the
community.

Do you look good in a kilt?
Are you interested in joining

Contact: Chuck Marklin
941-661-1032
gnhpnd@gmail.com

Volunteers’ Corner
Featured Volunteer
David Thomson

David
believes
that
Parking
Enforcement is much more than just
writing tickets. “I spend quite a lot of
time in court, and I remember the day
that the judge threw out six parking
violation tickets. It made me think
about the importance of educating
the public about where they can and
cannot park and why. When it comes
to handicap violations, it’s often
because they forgot to hang the card
or it fell down. I make sure they know
they can take the card, ticket, and
registration in and pay a $17.50 fine
instead of one for $188.” David began
volunteering in PE about 13 years ago
after 23 years as an EMT in New
Jersey. He enjoys the work, but
sometimes it means dealing with
some nasty individuals. “One guy got
into it with me and pushed me.
Because I’m considered a law
enforcement officer while on duty, I
had him arrested. But mainly I’ve
talked to some really good people.
It’s not just the ones I’ve ticketed, but
sometimes folks will come up to me
and tell me they appreciate the work
I’m doing. That makes me feel good.”

The answer is socks and shoes…..
Authored By
David Trautman, volunteer
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March 30, 2017 New Hires, Years of Service and Promotion
15 years of service

Promotions

Sheriff Prummell swears in Savana
Crouch as a new hire in the IT
department. Welcome.

5 years of service

Erica Peters and DFC Joseph Fiorini

Promotions

Top to bottom: Kris Parris, Janet
Meaney and CDFC Karen Frias

10 years of service

Sergeant Tyler Mann, Sergeant James
White, Lieutenant Andres “Arod”
Rodriguez

Donna Smith
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Assistant Supervisor Michelle Griffin,
Corporal Shaun Baras, Corporal
Stephen Burke, Corporal Robert Gay,
Corporal Mark Schaible
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Florida Criminal Justice
Executive Institute

Florida Sheriffs Assoc. &
Motorola Solutions
Scholarship Winner

Ryan Carley, daughter of DFC Richard
Carley, was awarded a $2,000.00
college scholarship grant by the
Florida Sheriff’s Association and
Motorola Solutions. Ryan is seen
above with her Dad.

Thomas Christensen (Left)
and
Christopher Maler (right) represented
the Charlotte County Sheriff’s office in
the class of 38. The Florida Criminal
Justice Executive Institute announces
the graduation of 39 first-line
supervisors from the Florida Leadership
Academy on April 7. The graduates met
for four week-long sessions at the
Southwest Florida Public Service
Academy in Fort Myers, Florida. They
learned skills necessary to support the
needs of their agencies and their
communities as they prepare for future
challenges. The goal of the Florida
Leadership Academy is to prepare firstline supervisors in criminal justice
organizations
to
exemplify
the
character and integrity expected of
criminal justice professionals, and to
examine the various components
necessary to being an efficient leader.
The Florida Criminal Justice Executive
Institute, which is housed within the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
and affiliated with the State University
System, was established in 1990 by the
Florida Legislature to address the need
for an innovative and multi-faceted
approach to the education and training
of criminal justice professionals.

C.A.R.E Honors

The professional cooperation and
partnership between The Charlotte
County Sheriff’s Office and The Center
for Abuse and Rape Emergencies,
(C.A.R.E.) was on full display today as
Sheriff Bill Prummell and his staff were
recognized by Karen McElhaney,
Executive Director of C.A.R.E. for their
outstanding service to the Charlotte
County community. It is partnerships
such as these that make our
community such a wonderful place to
live.

CCSO Recent Graduates
from the Volunteer
Academy

Above: Diane Boggess, Keith Brooks, To the right, top to bottom: Matt Gallo, Frank
Kinslow, and Don Maiello. Welcome aboard.
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Torch Run for Special Olympics Punta Gorda to Port Charlotte 2017
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Life after Retirement
Lynn Fuller

Lynn Fuller retired from the CCSO in
2010 after enjoying 25 years with
the department. He worked in
many different positions within the
agency and ended up in the P.A.L
program,
which
he
enjoyed
immensely. Lynn worked a total of
40 years in Law Enforcement having
started in 1963! He stays in touch
with many of his old friends in Law
Enforcement and is amazed at all
the changes. He enjoys cruising,
babysitting his grandchildren, going
to movies and dining out. He is
active with the FOP and Retired Law
organizations. Most of all, he enjoys
quality time with his family. Lynn’s
words of wisdom are “Don't sit on
your butt after you retire, stay
active, volunteer, travel and enjoy
your grandchildren! They keep you
young.”
Until next time,
Sherman Robinson
Major, CCSO Retired.

Monday, May, 29th
Thank you for your
Service

CCSO June Birthdays

Have you checked out our Facebook
page or looked at our Twitter account?
Why not?
It has timely information.
Traffic Enforcement locations, where to
watch out for delays and accidents.
BOLOs, who to be on the lookout for….
The good news, and much more. It is
our own news. No false news here. lol

Next month we are looking for your
childrens’ prom and graduation
photos.
Please submit to:
CommunityAffairs@ccso.org

BRANSCOME, KATRINA

ZAKOWICH, JASON

FOSTER, JAIME

CROCITTO, VITO

KRANZ, JOHN

BURN, CHRISTOPHER

LINDSEY, DONNA

CORNWELL, ERIKA

ROBBINS, ROBERT

KERN, MICHAEL

CAMPBELL, JESELLE

PHILLIPS, DAVID

WAGNER, NIKKI

WITT, MARK

BEYER, BLAKE

FAIR, JASON

RICHARDSON, BOOKER

DARGIS, STEVEN

WEDGEWOOD, M

PHILLIPS, DALE

WEISSPFENNIG, W

RONDINONE, APRIL

ZAREMBA, PETER

FIORINI, JOSEPH

CAPARO, DARRELL

SCOTT, BRADLEY

DEHART, MARK

WALDEN, SHELLY

PRUMMELL, WILLIAM

STARK, FRED

SCHMUNK, MARTHA

DEMPSTER, PAUL

SHAFMAN, C

CONROY III, THOMAS

ANDRADE, DEBRA

GOODWYNE, LAURIE

DIAZ, JOHN

WILSON, NORMAN

PARKER, JEREMY

PINEDA, SERGIO

VANANDE, JAMES

BURKE, STEPHEN

THERRIAN, ERICA

MARBES, DANIEL

GENNETTE, PETER

LISTER, SHELBIE

DOHERTY, JASON

WHITE, ROBERT

FRIEND, SEBASTIAN

BENNETT, CLAUDETTE

KAUFMAN, RICHARD

BERTUZZI, SERGIO

ORTIZ, ROBERTO

ROGERS, JUSTIN

Want to receive the CCSO Star
News by email?
Send your request with your email
address to:
CommunityAffairs@ccso.org
We will add you to the
distribution list!
Send your good news to us at
CommunityAffairs@ccso.org

Next edition:
May 26 2017
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