
In 2021, Charlotte County celebrates 100 years since its inception.  We at the Char-

lotte County Sheriff's Office pay homage to our past and current leadership through 

our continued dedication to providing professionalism and exceptional service to our 

community. Within the past century, we have made tremendous progress in terms of 

technology and professional standards.  It is this spirit of innovation and dedication to 

service that has transformed your Sheriff's Office into a model agency leading in the 

field of public safety.  With the support of our growing community, we continue to 

plan for the future in order to maintain the highest levels of service and safety to our 

citizens and visitors.    

In order to appreciate how far we've come, it's necessary to examine our history.  In May of 1921, Governor Hardee appoint-

ed J. H. Lipscomb as the first Sheriff of Charlotte County.  The County was twice as large as it is now and a news agency of 

the era reported there were 37 arrests in a month, 13 of those were for drunkenness, bootlegging moonshine and gambling.   

Sheriff Lipscomb served until 1941 when he was succeeded by Sheriff Arthur F. "Fred" Quednau, who held office for 16 years 

with a force of only two deputies.  

In 1977, Alan L. LeBeau won the election at the young age of 26, making him the youngest Sheriff to serve our community to 

this day. It was during this time that the agency began the modernization process by utilizing some of the first developed 

computers and installing the first 911 emergency system.  Sheriff LeBeau was responsible for many "firsts" during his tenure.  

He implemented the Explorer program for area youth, started a GED program for inmates, began the first Neighborhood 

Watch program, and bought the Sheriff's Office its first helicopter.   

We have certainly come a long way since 1921 and have been through a lot.  If you were around for Hurricane Charley in 

2004, you know our buildings have been through a lot, too. The hurricane literally blew through the Sheriff's Office on Au-

gust 13, 2004, ripping one-third of the roof from the Administration building.  Sheriff Cameron was among 13 employees 

who weathered the category four storm in an electrical closet. We continue to work out of this same building to this day.  

Presently, the Charlotte County Sheriff's Office has more than 600 sworn and civilian staff members.  I have been honored to 

serve this community as a member of the Office since 1992, and as your Sheriff since 2012. We all recognize we are experi-

encing unprecedented growth in our County.  Everywhere you look, you will see the residential and commercial building pro-

jects abounding.  There are now large developments in areas all over the County that were vacant land when I assumed 

office.  My staff and I are actively engaged with our governmental and community partners in planning for the future. We 

continue to be attentive to the needs of the community and place the safety of our citizens and visitors at the forefront of 

our efforts.   

In closing, as we pay homage to our past, I also want to recognize the efforts of the men and women of the Office who work 

tirelessly toward the goal of making Charlotte County the safest place to live and work in the state of Florida. I am proud of 

where we started and excited by our future. We are Charlotte County, each and every one of us.  

Be strong, be safe, and never quit. 

--Sheriff Bill Prummell 
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Promotions 

Chief Deputy Michael Casarella                  Captain Tabbatha Carter   

Tabbatha Carter moved to Florida from New Jersey in 
2000. She began working for the Department of Correc-
tions before joining the Charlotte County Sheriff's Office 
on August 16, 2002. Starting as a Housing and Intake Dep-
uty, she quickly moved through the ranks promoting to 
Corporal in 2005, Sergeant in 2008, and Lieutenant in 
2013. Tabbatha has worked as an Agency Recruiting 
Officer, Watch Commander, Admin Services Lieutenant, 
Support Services Lieutenant; and Prison Rape Elimination 
Act  Coordinator. She has taken numerous leadership 
courses to include being dual certified as a Corrections and 
Law Enforcement Deputy. She has a Bachelor of Science in 
Management and a Master of Science in Management 
Human Resources. She is a graduate of the University of 
Louisville Southern Police Institute Administrative Officers 
Course and is currently enrolled in the doctoral program at 
Florida Gulf Coast University. When asked what she enjoys 
most, Tabbatha says spending time with her family: Tim, 
Paul, Telicia, Tristan, and Mom. She is very active in the 
communities of Lee County and Charlotte County through 
her church, Followers of Christ Fellowship Ministries, and 
her sorority, Fort Myers Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta. Tabbatha is a very dedicated employee who       
motivates and builds everyone around her while maintain-
ing a positive attitude. Along with her dedication to the 
office, her education, and her teammates, Tabbatha has 
an infectious personality and is a joy to work with         
daily. With these qualities, it is expected that her ascend-
ance to greater leadership is going to assist with the      
professional growth and development of the Sheriff's 
Office.  Effective April 5, Tabbatha Carter will be the first 
African American to be promoted to the rank of Captain at 
the Charlotte County Sheriff's Office. Congratulations on 
this history-making accomplishment! 

Effective April 5 Chief Deputy Mike Casarella will start 
his new role within Charlotte County Sheriff's Office.  
Mike began his career in August of 1995 as a deputy 
with the Charlotte County Sheriff's Office. From that 
point forward, he has successfully moved up through 
the chain of command to the rank of Captain. During 
this trek through time, he diversified his knowledge, 
skills, and abilities by working in areas such as; Road 
Patrol, Investigations, Major Crimes, Intelligence, and 
even as the Jail Operations Commander. It's evident 
that Mike has really embraced the complete operations 
of the Charlotte County Sheriff's Office. But let's not 
stop there, he holds a master's degree, is a graduate of 
the FBI National Academy, and has an extensive list of 
other leadership and specialty courses. With his experi-
ence and knowledge, he will, without doubt, be able to 
fill this new role. However, the most important support 
and commitment comes from his wife and kids who 
have been there throughout his career to help him 
through the good times as well as the bad. We all know 
how important it is to have support at home, and Mike 
cherishes every bit of time with his family. This is a 
great characteristic and one that provides a solid   
foundation to success. Welcome to the new Chief   
Deputy of the Charlotte County   Sheriff's Office, Chief 
Mike Casarella! 



P a g e  3  C h a r l o t t e  C o u n t y  S h e r i f f ’ s  O f f i c e  
C C S O  S t a r  N e w s  

Detention Member of the Month 

Honor Guard Represents 

The Pinellas County Sheriff's Office, Charlotte County 
Sheriff's Office Honor Guard, fellow law enforcement 
officers and the community honored Deputy Michael 
Magli's life during a funeral service. He was killed in the 
line of duty February 2021. Magli is the first deputy killed 
in the line of duty in Pinellas County ’s history. He left be-
hind his wife of 11 years, two young daughters, and an 
entire sheriff's office grieving his loss. Magli was deploy-
ing stop sticks out into East Lake Road in Tarpon Springs 
on February 17 when the drunk driver lost control and 
crashed into Magli's cruiser in the median, trapping him 
underneath it. Immediately following the service, the 
Sheriff's Office honored Magli with a 21-gun-salute, fly-
over and a riderless horse ceremony.  A procession fol-
lowed the private burial at Trinity Memorial Gardens.  

Members of the Quarter 

Q3 Civilian: Jillian Reich  

Q3 Team: DFC Justin Price,  

Cpl. Vincent Ursitti, DFC Anthony 

Freitas, Cpl. Nick Westlake 

Q4 Civilian: Theresa Miller 

Q4 Law Enforcement: Det. Joella Moore 
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Zoey Fay Bartolotta 

7 lbs. 2 oz., 18.9 

March 3, 1023 am  

Congratulations to  

Grandma Heather 

Isaiah Valentin Franco  

7 lbs. 12 oz., 20.5 

March 8, 2:03 PM 

Congratulations to 

Mariah Altamirano, 
Communications Look who got a new 

SUV 

CHECK OUT OUR SOCIAL MEDIA! 

https://ccsoblog.org/ 

Retirement of  

Major Michael Anderson 

            

Recent Press Release from CCSO 

We will now be replacing all Deputies vehicle  for patrol 

purposes with  the following Hummers once the vehicle 

wraps are completed.   

 

 

 

https://ccsoblog.org/
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 Congratulations 

On your retirement   

DFC Tom Whiting 

 Det. Phil Senger 

 

The two pictures are of plants and flowers that were donated to CCSO. This is the second time in two months that 
they have been donated to us. First pic from Powell's Nursery (Joe) and the other is from Beltran's Nursery (Linsey 
or Elizabeth). Both have been very generous to us.  



 

District 1 Office  Englewood 

11051 Willmington Blvd. 

Englewood, FL 34224 

(941) 475-9005 

 

District 2 Office  

Port Charlotte 

992 Tamiami Trail  

Port Charlotte, FL 33948 

(941) 613-3245 

 

District 3 Office  

Port Charlotte 

3110 Loveland Blvd. 

Port Charlotte, FL 33980 

(941) 258-3900 

O f f i c e  L o c a t i o n s  

District 4 Office Punta Gorda 

Headquarters 

7474 Utilities Road 

Punta Gorda, FL 33982 

(941) 639-2101 

 

Charlotte County Jail 

26601 Airport Rd. 

Punta Gorda, FL 33982 

(941) 833-6300 

Major Terry Branscome Training Center 

25500 Airport Rd. 

Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

(941) 833-6281 

 

Emergency    911  

(Accepts Text) 

Non-Emergency Englewood   

(941) 474-3233 

Non-Emergency Port Charlotte/ 

639-2101 

 160th Corrections Officer Class graduation  
Graduation was held at Southwest Florida Public 
Service Academy on January 28, 2021.  This Basic 
recruit course is full time, covering 490 hours of 
instruction.  Photographed from Left to Right: Capt. 
Melissa Turney, Recruit Olivia Hawthorne, Recruit 
Ashuntae Irvin, Major Norman Wilson, Recruit Jes-
se Steinmetz, Lt. Tabbatha Carter  

This Year’s 2021 Law 

Enforcement Torch Run 

will be held on Wednes-

day, April 21st.  The run 

will begin at the Publix 

located at Punta Gorda 

Crossings, and is a total of 

10.01 miles.  Torch Run 

Shirts will be available for sale the day of the run.  Any 

questions: Mark Schaible has answers mschai-

ble@ccsofl.net or cell 941-268-3374 

February 8th. 2021 Lt. John Hamp (left) and Lt. 
Brian Harrison received their 30 year ceremonial 
flags.  It was a proud moment . 

Cut and share with the world your support 

for Autism Awareness Month 
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