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March 28, 2014 

Chief Dan Libby Retires from CCSO 

After 38 years of service in law enforcement, 
Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office Chief Deputy Dan 
Libby has hung up his badge and gun in exchange 
for a briefcase and golf clubs.  Libby’s last day of 
work was Friday March 21. 

 
In his final email to everyone at 
CCSO, Libby outlined his career 
that lead him to the Sheriff’s 
Office.  He started out as a 
part-time officer in Carlisle MA 
in 1976 and, after six months, 
moved on to join the Bedford 
MA Police Department as a full 
time officer. 
 
While still working at Bedford 

PD, Libby decided to attend law school.  After four 
years, he was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar 
and, for a while, tried juggling a private law prac-
tice while still serving as a full time officer with 
Bedford PD.  The 90 hour work weeks took their 
toll and Libby came to the conclusion that he really 
wanted to be a law enforcement officer.  So he 
turned over his law practice and concentrated on 
being the best cop he could be.  He also began 
teaching at law enforcement academies. 
 
In 1988, Libby decided to put in for an application 
to be the Chief of Police in Plymouth NH.  When he 
got the job, he was asked by the City to bring the 
police department up to speed, but “don’t spend 
any money.” 
 
After 20 years Libby was eligible to retire in 
1996.  But, as he pointed out, by then he had a 
family and needed to plan for looming college 
bills for his daughters.   
 
He left the northeast and moved to Punta Gorda in 
1996 to become Chief of Police of Punta Gorda 
Police Department.  He served there for seven 
years until 2003. 
 
After 27 years of service in law 
enforcement, Libby started work 
with the Charlotte County Sher-
iff’s Office on  March 3, 2003 
(03/03/03).   And for the first 
time in 15 years,  he  found 
himself with a rank and title of 
something other than ‘Chief.’ 
 
Libby began his CCSO career as an Administrative 
Captain under Sheriff William Clement.  He contin-
ued in that position after Bill Cameron was ap-
pointed Sheriff later in 2003. 
 
In 2004 after Hurricane Charley devastated much 
of Charlotte County, including ripping apart the 
Sheriff’s Office headquarters building, Captain 
Libby was instrumental in both helping to relocate 
the offices into temporary quarters, as well as 

redesigning and rebuilding the main headquarters 
building.   
 
In March 2005, newly elected Sheriff John Daven-
port promoted Libby to Major in charge of the 
Bureau of Administration.  That put Major Libby in 
charge of areas, such as Human Resources, Infor-
mation Technology, and other support services 
units.  At the same time, Mark Caro was promoted 
to Major in charge of the Bureau of Law Enforce-
ment.   
 
“Some may have thought that Dan and I disliked 
each other,” Caro said.  “That is not true.  We 
were simply of opposite opinions on many topics 
yet alike on others.  I guess that is what made the 
relationship work.” 
 
When Cameron took office as the Sheriff in 2009, 
he moved Major Caro to be in charge of the newly 
named Bureau of Support Services and Major 
Libby to be the Bureau of Law Enforcement Com-
mander.  Major Libby served in that position for 
the next four years. 
 
Bill Prummell appointed Libby as his second-in-
command when he took office as Sheriff in January 
2013.  Libby opted to be referred to as “Chief” 
again, a title he was quite familiar with.  Chief 
Libby served as the Executive Officer until he 
retired recently. 
 
On Chief Libby’s last day of work at the Sheriff’s 
Office, about 100 people—both current and 
former employees—gathered to wish him the best.   
 
“I want to thank Dan from the bottom of my heart 
for helping me get through these first 15 months,” 

Sheriff Prummell said.  “He truly helped navigate 
me through my first year in office.  I wish him the 
best in his retirement.” 

 
After presenting Libby 
with his retirement 
credentials, the entire 
command staff joined 
together to give him a 
new leather briefcase 
for use in his post-

r e t i r e m e n t 
e n te rpr i se —
W.D. Libby 
C o n s u l t i n g .  
They also of-
fered him a 
nice, yellow 
CCSO volun-
teer shirt in case he had the urge to come back to 
help out every now and again. 
 
The real celebration was the following day when a 
group of about 20 gathered at Port Charlotte 
Country Club to play a celebratory game of golf 
with Libby.   
 
“It was great to see the Chief out on the golf 
course practicing his new job—driving a golf cart,” 
said Captain Michael Anderson who helped ar-
range the outing. 

The stories collected from office members concern-
ing Chief Libby were too numerous to include here, 
but they all had the same tone.  Chief Libby was a 
friend and mentor to many throughout the years.  
He encouraged them in their careers and urged 
them to continue their education.   
 
“He will always be ‘Chief’ to me,” said Corporal 
Craig Brandon who also worked for Libby at 
PGPD.  “He has pushed me to be the best I can be.  
I want to tell him I finally went back to college and 
will be graduating later this year.” 
 
“His mentorship has helped me in my development 
at the Sheriff’s Office.  I appreciate all of his 
guidance,” said Records Administrator Cesar Loza-
da.   
 
The joint message from everyone who contributed 
is “Good Luck in your retirement, Chief Libby!” 
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Want to receive the CCSO Star News by email?   
 

Send your request with your email address to:  
debbie.bowe@ccso.org 

 
We will add you to the distribution list! 

 Sons of American Revolution 

Honor Deputies 

 Years of Service Recognitions 

CDFC Paul Dempster was recognized by Sheriff Bill 
Prummell prior to the Command Staff Meeting on 
March 18 for his 15 years of dedicated service to 
the Sheriff’s Office.   

DFC John Moraghan received his certificate for his 
20 years of dedicated service from Sheriff Prum-
mell on Wednesday March 19.  He had been  
unable to attend on the previous day. 

Sheriff Prummell presented DFC Scott Sarver with 
his certificate of 20 years of dedicated service with 
the Sheriff’s Office on March 18.  

CDFC Gena Smith was awarded her certificate 
from Sheriff Prummell on March 18 for her 20 
years of dedicated service to the agency. 

15 Years of Service 20 Years of Service 

20 Years of Service 20 Years of Service 

Not pictured, but also receiving recognition for their dedicated service with the Sheriff’s Office, were DFC 
David Musgrove with 10 years of service and CDFC Edward Hill with 20 years of service. 

 LE Motorcycle Riders Donate Memorials Segway-ing at the Rays 

Captain Michael Ander-
son was getting around 
in style at a recent 
Tampa Bay Rays’ game 
as he moved around the 
park on one of the 
Sheriff’s Office’s new 
Segway Patrollers.  
One of the other depu-
ties working at the 
Rays’ game snapped 
this shot of Captain 
Anderson demonstrating 
his Segway-in skills. 

On Thursday March 20, members of the 9463 Foundation for Florida’s Fallen 
Officers and the Blue Knights of Florida stopped at the Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office as part of their annual motorcycle ride.  The 30-some riders 
and support crew met with Sheriff Prummell and other officer members to 
present Sheriff Prummell with a specially designed quilt in memory of fallen 
Sergeant Michael Wilson, pictured to the left, and a framed picture of St. 
Christopher carrying a fallen officer.  Both the quilt and the picture will be 
delivered to Sgt. Wilson’s family.  The group rides throughout the state, mak-
ing stops at agencies that have lost members during the previous year to 
deliver similar quilts and pictures.  A larger quilt with images of all of the 
fallen officers is delivered to the American Police Hall of Fame & Museum in 
Titusville.   

DFC Angela Gay accepts her award as one of the 
Charlotte Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution Officers of the Year from Chapter 
President Larry Hurley on Friday March 14.  DFC 
Gay was honored for her handling of a suspicious 
person that ultimately resulted in the man’s arrest 
on burglary charges. 

DFC Kristopher McRae was also named one of the 
SAR’s Officers of the year for the Charlotte Chap-
ter.  He was selected for his exceptional work in 
closing cases, recovering stolen property and train-
ing new detectives.  Presenting his award are DFC 
Robert Gay and Chapter President Larry Hurley. 
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Next edition: April 11 
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2    D'Andrea, Elizabeth 
3    Filipowicz, Ronald C 
    Wadleigh, Joseph E 
4    Eggleton, Colin J 
    Sochor, Martin J 
5    Smith, Gena R 
6    Ireland, Eric  W 
    Newton, Joseph L 
    Summers, William R 
7    Burke, Lancelot G 
    Farley, Christopher 
    Marsh, Michael R 
10 Nix, Lynn M 
     Tippie, Joseph 
11 Bullion, Maria E 
12 Garrett, Patrick 
     Walkuski, John B 
13 Tricarico, Daniel S 
16 Mueller, Ronald A 

17 Larkin, Maureen E 
20 Wagner, Matthew L 
21 Patton, John G 
22 Martinez, Elizabeth 
     Morales, Hernan A 
     Peszko, John A 
     Resty, Joseph M 
23 Nova, Cesar H 
24 Stefanini, David M 
     Walker, John 
25 Carter, Gladys E 
26 Ayers, Patricia A 
     Epeards, Russell M 
     Stralko, Ed 
28 Nordstrom, James A 
29 Mitchell, Ruth E 
     Young, Richard 

CCSO April Birthdays 

Presenting: 

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Kovach 

They had announced their engagement in our 
September 6, 2013 CCSO Star Newsletter, so it is 
appropriate that we now announce their wedding! 
 
On Saturday March 8, Communications Operator 
Kattie Lynn Beasley became Mrs. Christopher Paul 
Kovach.  The wedding and reception were held at 
the Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club in Charlotte Har-
bor.   
 
“I am officially Kattie Lynn Kovach,” she said.  
“Well, as soon as everything is changed in the 
computers at work….” 
 
Congratulations to the newlyweds! 

 Potato Harvest Helps to Feed Inmates 

Spuds abound at the Charlotte County Jail! 
 
Inmates at the jail have been growing their own 
potatoes.  They recently harvested their first crop 
which amounted to a total of about 386 pounds of 
red potatoes. 
 
Lt. Jessica Long, who oversees the project, pointed 
out that potatoes are a very versatile vegetable 

that can be prepared many different ways to 
supplement the inmate’s meals.   
 
“It is a plant that keeps on giving,” she said be-
cause even the bad potatoes that aren’t used for 
food can be used to replant for the next crop. 
 
They also recently harvested a cabbage crop.   

 CCSO Participates in CSB’s Kids Safety Day 

Members of the Sheriff’s Office, along with mem-
bers of the Punta Gorda Police Department, both 
Punta Gorda and Charlotte County Fire Depart-
ments, Florida Forest Service and Drug Free Char-
lotte County, participated in Charlotte State Bank’s 
Kids Safety Day on Saturday March 22 at the 
bank’s Punta Gorda Office.   
 
There were displays on the use of 911 and bicycle 
safety, plus interactive games and educational 
materials.  
 
Thanks to CSB, one of CCSO’s Community Partners, 
for sponsoring this fun and informative event for 
area children.  


