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8 People, More than 260 Years of Service 

You might think of people in ‘government jobs’ 
retiring after 20 years of service.  In the Florida 
Retirement System, it is 25 years for certified 
personnel and 30 years for civilians.  But not eve-
ryone leaves when they hit their magic number. 
 
For the first time in the history of the Charlotte 
County Sheriff’s Office, there are eight people 
serving who have 30 years or more of service.  The 
total number for those eight people is a little more 
than 260 years! 
 
To put that in perspective,  it was 260 years ago 
that the American Colonies joined with the British in 
what became known as the French and Indian 
War.  That conflict began 22 years before those 
same American Colonies declared their independ-
ence.   
 
Who, you might ask, are these people who have 
stuck around for so long and what have they done 
here?  
 
Major Mark Caro, with a total of 
more than 33 years, holds the cur-
rent distinction as the person with the 
longest continual employment.  He 
served as an Auxiliary Deputy, the 
predecessor of today’s “reserve 
deputies,” for almost a year before 
he was hired in 1980.  Counting the Reserve time, 
that gives Caro a total of more than 34 years of 
service. 
 
During those years, Caro has served primarily in 
uniformed capacities and has spent much of his 
time in the Englewood area.  He was actually the 
only person to serve as the District 1 (Englewood) 
Commander with the rank of First Sergeant.   
 
Because of the decentralization of functions at that 
time, as Major Caro describes it, “I was essentially 
the ‘Sheriff of Englewood’,” making him the go-to 
person for that area of the county. 

 
He has served most recently 
in more executive positions 
as a captain and his current 
rank of major.  In those 
positions, he has been at 
some point been in charge 
of the Bureau of Law En-
forcement, the Bureau of 
Support Services and the 
Bureau of Detention. 
 

Captain Sherman Robinson, with 31 
years here, attended the very first 
‘part-time’ law enforcement acade-
my held at the Sheriff’s Office in 
1979 right after he graduated high 
school.  It took six months of attend-
ing nights and weekends to com-

plete the academy.  He worked part-time with the 
Punta Gorda Police Department until he was hired 
full-time with the Sheriff's Office in  January 1983. 
 
During his years with CCSO, Robinson has worked 
on road patrol and in CID.  He was one of the first 
“First Sergeants,” who served as early watch com-
manders.  Unlike today’s Watch Commanders who 
roam the county, the First Sergeants sat in Commu-
nications to monitor what was going on.   

 
While in this position, Robinson 
became involved with EOC and 
Homeland Security.  Even when 
he served as a district com-
mander in several different 
districts, he continued to be 
involved in those specialized 
areas.  He also became one of 
the people in the agency who 
serves as a certified armorer to 
service the agency’s firearms. 

 
DFC Donnie Amrhein has 31 years of 
service; 32 if you count the year as a 
Reserve. He began his career as a 
Communications Operator, while still 
serving in the Reserves. 
 
Amrhein has worked on road patrol, 
in criminal investigations and in various aspects of 
juvenile operations.  He is currently a School Re-

source Officer.   
 
“The Juvenile Unit (assignments) 
have been the most reward-
ing,” he said.  “Working with 
the kids and trying to make a 
difference in their lives is im-
portant.” 
 

Sergeant Rick Goff was hired full 
time in May 1983 after spending 
about nine month in the Reserves.  
Being dual certified, he started out in 
Corrections before transferring to 
road patrol in District 1.   
 
Shortly afterward, Goff was sent to the Florida 
Marine Patrol Academy in Tallahassee and be-
came the Marine/Barrier Island deputy.  In 1988 
he was transferred to Narcotics where he served 
for 16 years as the unit head.  He has also been 
involved in the Fugitive Apprehension Squad and 
the Street Crimes Unit. 
 
During his stint in Narcotics, Goff 
was involved in cases that involved 
seizing 10 tons of marijuana from 
a shrimp boat, 100 kilos of cocaine 
from a plane, 750 pounds of hash 
oil from a sail boat, 10,000 hits of 
LSD and millions of dollars in cash 

from a semi on the interstate. 
 
“Our unit was featured on three episodes of Ameri-
can Detective,” Goff said.  “I enjoy nothing better 
than putting a drug dealer in jail.” 

 
DFC Scott James actually started in 
April 1982 but left the agency for a 
short time before returning in March 
2001.  Allowing for the adjustments, 
he hit the 30 year mark in December 
2013.  That doesn’t count the two 

years he spent as a Reserve deputy before origi-
nally being hired. 
 
James has been involved primarily in uniformed 
positions, working on road patrol and in the K9 
Unit.   
 
“My most enjoyable assignment,” 
he said, “was working with the K9 
Unit for four years.  It was the 
most physically challenging and 
most do not realize the amount of 
training and dedication involved 
in this position and the bond that 
you have with your canine part-
ner.” 

 
Detective Mike Gandy began his 
association with CCSO in 1975 in 
the Reserves.  He was hired in 1976 
with PGPD, but returned to CCSO in 
October 1981 as a detective.  Alt-
hough he technically retired in Octo-
ber 2006, he became an official 

‘volunteer’ on his first day of retirement.  After six 
months, he was re-hired as a part-time investigator 
on the Cold Case Squad. 
 
During most of his career at CCSO, Gandy has 
served in some sort of investigative capacity.  He 
has served as a detective, the Narcotics Unit ser-
geant and Major Crimes lieutenant.  As a captain, 
he was in charge of all investi-
gations and eventually became 
the Professional Standards 
Commander. 
 
Although he has enjoyed his 
other assignments, Gandy said, 
“the assignment I have now is 
the most enjoyable.” 

 
Debbie Bowe started with the Sher-
iff’s Office in December 1978 as a 
Communications Operator.    She 
transferred to road patrol in  1981 
and became the first female law 
enforcement corporal and sergeant in 
the agency. 

 
Bowe served in Communications, road patrol and 
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criminal investigations.  In 2000 she was chosen to  
form a Computer Crimes Unit.  She eventually 
became the lieutenant in charge of Computer 
Crimes and Economic Crimes.  In 2007, after 25 
years in law enforcement, she took a civilian posi-
tion in MIS and eventually became the Assistant IT 
Director.  
 
In March 2012, after more than 33 years of con-
tinual service, Bowe retired.  Like Gandy, she, too, 
immediately became a CCSO Volunteer on her 
first day of retirement.  In April 2013, she came 
back to work full-time as the public information 
officer. 
 
“I have enjoyed my many differ-
ent assignments,” she said, “but I 
am really having a blast as the 
PIO. I get to combine my past 
experiences with writing and 
photography. How great is that?” 

 
The person who actually has the 
most years of continuous service has 
never actually collected a paycheck 
from CCSO.  James T. Murray, 
known to many as Major Murray, 
was instrumental in establishing the 
Sheriff’s first Auxiliary Unit starting 
in March 1978.  That unit eventual-

ly morphed into the Reserve Unit we know today.  
Most of the others listed here who were in the 
Reserves started out under Murray and the late 
Reserve Colonel Matthew Fineman. 
 
Although he held a job in the construction industry, 

Finance Assistant’s Son Coaches CHS Robotics Team to Regional Win 

Our son, Tyler Mitchell, coach for Charlotte High 
School Robotics rookie team, ‘Team Tarpon Robot-
ics Graphene’, not only won their first competition in 
November, but also won the Regional finals on 
January 11 as well as being awarded the Innova-
tive Award for best at programming!  
 
They are now qualified for State competition to be 
held tomorrow, Saturday February 1, at Emery 
Riddle Aeronautical University in Daytona Beach. 
Team Tarpon Graphene, is currently ranked 11th in 
the state out of 99 teams.  Only the top 23 teams 
will be competing in the State Championship.  
 
This is the first year Charlotte High School has had 
a Rookie and a Veteran Robotics team AND the 
first year that both teams have qualified for State 
competition. The Sophomore, Junior, and Senior 
team members/students on Charlotte High Robotics 
teams were handpicked by their engineering 
teacher, Coach George.  They attend two hours of 
engineering classes at CHS as part of their regular 
curriculum.  
The students and coach are very dedicated, putting 
in countless hours after school hours and over holi-

on Friday nights everyone at CCSO could depend 
upon Murray and Fineman to be out in a patrol 
car, assisting road patrol.  Anyone who attended 
any of the air shows in the 80’s or 90’s could find 
them in their golf cart patrolling the show. 
 
After more than 30 years, Major Murray left the 
Reserves in 2008.  He, too, immediately became a 
volunteer, continuing to give his time and 
knowledge by helping with the CCSO Explorer 
Post as the advisor. 
 
Even though 
Murray is still 
a volunteer, 
he is now 
passing the 
torch to an-
other genera-
tion.  His 
g r a n d s o n , 
DFC James B. Murray, was recently designated to 
take over as the Explorer Advisor.  Murray’s son, 
DFC Bradley Murray, has been with CCSO himself 
for 29 years and another grandson, Deputy Jona-
than Murray, joined CCSO about a year ago. 
 
Of course, these eight people are not the only 
CCSO employees to have reached 30 years of 
service.  Until someone else eclipses him, DFC John 
Davis still holds the title as the longest serving 
employee with a total of 34 continuous years as a 
paid employee.   
 
Sgt. Jerry Pabon had 33 years of service when he 
retired in 2003.  Celesta Johnson, Spring Kleynen 
and former Sheriff John Davenport all reached 30 
years each.  Sheriff Davenport was actually just 
one month shy of having 31 years. 
 
Despite this, because of their various starting and 
ending dates, there has never before been more 
than two 30-year employees actually working at 
any one time.  And that only happened once. 

When Celesta Johnson hit her 30th year in 2002, 
Sgt. Pabon was in his 32nd year at CCSO.  By the 
time DFC Davis hit his 30 year anniversary in Octo-
ber 2003, Sgt. Pabon had retired in July of that 
year. 
 
So having a total of eight people, seven of whom 
are on the payroll, with 30 or more years, serving 
at the same time is unprecedented.   
 
And none of the eight people with 30 plus years 
has any plans to retire in the coming year.  Mean-
while, there are three more employees who will hit 
their own 30 year mark in 2014, and they have no 
immediate retirement plans either! 
 
DFC Rhonda Ellsworth, who spent several years as 
an Explorer prior to being hired, started as a 
Records Clerk in July 1984.  She worked in Correc-
tions, road patrol and various juvenile positions.  
She is currently an SRO. 
 
DFC Ralph Soberay was hired in October 1984 
after having spent a couple of years as a Florida 
Highway Patrol trooper.  He has served on road 
patrol, in Narcotics, the Fugitive Apprehension Unit 
and, currently as a bailiff. 
 
Sgt. Bill Gorman was in the Reserve Unit for about 
a year before he came on as a road patrol depu-
ty in December 1984.  He is currently assigned to 
Training, but has been active in the SWAT Unit and 
the Honor Guard regardless of his assignment. 
 
So why have so many people stayed at CCSO for 
so long?  The sentiments from everyone was very 
much the same. 
 
“Why have I stayed here?” Goff said, “It is be-
cause of the great group of people I have gotten 
to work with over the years.” 
 
In future editions of the newsletter, we will spotlight 
these individuals in more detail. 

days to build, program and practice with their 
teams’ robots.  
 
Coach George, who is not paid for the after-hours 
work or competition time, said it’s a labor of love 
to help his students succeed. Coach George re-
ceived grant funding this year to cover all costs for 
entry fees, equipment, travel, etc.  
 
Tyler is not only the team coach and back up driv-
er, but also programs the robots before and during 
competition. Each member of the team was chosen 
for their expertise needed to build, operate, fix 
and program the robots, before, during, and after 
competitions.  

 
Tyler is currently a sophomore at Charlotte High 
School and is a B honor roll student. His future goal 
is to attend college and major in technical engi-
neering and programing.  
 
His father and I couldn’t 
be more proud of his 
accomplishments. If the 
team places in the top 
10 at the state competi-
tion, they will fly to San 
Antonio TX during the last 
week of February to 
compete for the national 
title. In the past, competi-
tors for the national title 
have included teams 
from Mexico and Cana-
da.  
 
Our fingers are crossed.  

By Beth Mitchell  

8 People, 260 Years—Continued from Page 1 

Beth Mitchell is a Finance Assistant at the Sheriff’s Office.  Her 

husband, Craig Mitchell, is an officer with the Florida Wildlife Com-
mission. 
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Promotions and Years of Service Recognition on January 21 

1  Bowe, Debora  
2  Hill, John G 
  Midea, Domenico  
  Rash, Brian W 
3  Bostic, Roy E 
  Janz, Ronald E 
  McNeill, Angela M 
  Neads, Daniel E 
  Slosberg, Lewis G 
4  Thompson, Jodi S 
  Trautman, David 
5  Campbell, Dean A 
  Courtney, Patrick R 
  Kalosis, Gregory J 
  O'Sullivan, John F 
  Spangler, Paula H 
6  Martin, Amy L 
  Rolland, Kenneth 
7  Beck, Ronald S 
  Bennett, Jeffry M 
  Faustine, Richard A 
  Zachow, Casey L 
8  Neilson, Kent 
  Ulrich, Donald J 
  Vergara, William 
9  Figueroa, Francisco 
  Graham, Alicia R 
  Watson, Brent M 
10 Ciolino, Louis A 
  Hamp, John J 
  Sadler, John M 
11 Sacco, Alfred J 
12 Kromka, Bonnie A 
  Staub, Daniel J 
13 Muirhead, Dustin J 
15 Church, Geoffrey 
  Cox, David H 
  Davoli, Sean M 

  Mahorivskyy, Oleh 
  Williams, Aaron J 
16 Acton, James 
  Bertram, Joseph K 
  Frias, Karen P 
  Shock, Joseph P 
17 Eilerman, Joseph M 
  Manfredo, Rose 
18 Bartolotta, Heather K 
  Farias, Monica S 
19 Clinton, Patrick B 
  Ellinwood, Edwin C 
  Piloto, Matthew L 
  Tolman, Francine 
20 Lindsley, Clayton 
  Marklin, Charles T 
21 Lerch, David G 
22 Carter, Herman D 
  Greaves, Phillip E 
24 Lanigan, Robert J 
25 Freitas, Anthony E 
  Handley, Ashley N 
  Moraghan, John J 
  Ogden, Eric S 
26 Bradley-Richard, 
Kristina J 
  Sargent, Keith D 
27 Coleman, Douglas E 
  Paquette, Nickalus 
  Wedgewood, Michael  
  Young, Diane M 
28 Baras, Shaun M 
  Collins, Garland M 
  Frey, Terry L 
  Goracke, Christine R 
  Zoia, Gary 

CCSO February Birthdays 

CCSO Detentions 
Corporal Heather 
Bartolotta  poses 
proudly with her 
husband, Derek 
Bartolotta, when he 
w a s  r e c e n t l y 
named as North 
Port Police Depart-
ment’s “Officer of 
the Year” for 
2013.  Congratula-
tions on the honor! 

Colonel Thomas Rodgers, Chief Deputy Designee Major Earl Goodwyne, Bureau of Detention Commander Captain Melissa Turney, Detention Administrative Commander 

Lieutenant Tabbatha Carter, Detention Watch Commander Corporal Brent Watson, Bureau of Detention 
Corporal Craig Brandon, 5 Years of Service 

DFC Elio Santana, 10 Years of Service DFC Scott James, 30 Years of Service 

On Tuesday January 21, Sheriff Bill Prummell promoted five officers within the Bureau of Detention   Thomas 
Rodgers was promoted to Colonel in his new position as the Executive Officer Designee.  Earl Goodwyne was 
promoted to Major in charge of the Bureau of Detention with the move of Major Mark Caro back to LE Sup-
port Services.  Melissa Turney was promoted to Administrative Captain.  Tabbatha Carter is now a lieutenant 
serving as a watch commander and Brent Watson was promoted to corporal.   
 
Sheriff Prummell also recognized three law enforcement members for their years of service.  Corporal Craig 
Brandon has been with the agency for 5 years.  DFC Elio Santana has worked here 10 years.  And, DFC 
Scott James was recognized with an American flag for his 30 years of service. 

NPPD Officer of Year New Grandson Arrives 

Captain Sherman Robinson and Wendy Robinson, 
the District 3 secretary, proudly announced the 
arrival of a grandson, Jackson Alexander Labonte, 
on Saturday January 26.  Everyone is doing fine, 
particularly since Wendy managed to arrive just 
hours before the birth!  Congratulations! 


